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Welcome to Worship! Part of Jesus’ “People Business” ministry was healing
individuals’ bodies, minds, and spirits. Our Gospel today once again
demonstrates His love and healing ministry as He restores the sight of a man
who had been blind from birth. While we mark the healing that took place in
today’s Gospel, we remember the greatest healing that we all receive from
Jesus, the forgiveness of our sins.

Prelude  Brethren We have Met to Worship (Holy Manna)   Sam Batt Owens
       Dr. Wallace Horton, organist
Welcome

Entrance Hymn            “When Morning Gilds the Skies”               # 807

Public domain

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 19, 2023

11:00  A.M.



Invocation
P  In the name of the Father and of the a Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness
P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us.
C  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and

unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves.  We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.

P  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus 
Christ he gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on 
them the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in 
us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C  Amen.
 
The Kyrie
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The Salutation
P  The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you.

The Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new

every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us
as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul.  Grant
that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks
for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen.

Anthem       Hear Me, O Lord                      Chancel Choir
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THE SCRIPTURE READINGS

First Lesson                                                                 Hosea 5:15-6:2 
Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt. And they will
seek my face;  in their misery they will earnestly seek me." [6:1] "Come, let
us return to the Lord. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has
injured us but he will bind up our wounds.  [2] After two days he will revive
us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence.

L This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 
 
The Psalmody                                                                       Psalm 142

With my voice I cry out 1 | to the LORD;*
with my voice I plead for mercy | to the LORD.

I pour out my complaint be- 2 | fore him;*
I tell my trouble be- | fore him.

When my spirit faints within me,3

you | know my way!*
In the path where I walk
they have hidden a | trap for me.

Look to the right and see:4

there is none who takes notice | of me;*
no refuge remains to me;
no one cares | for my soul.

I cry to you, 5 | O LORD;*
I say, “You are my refuge,
my portion in the land of the | living.”

Attend to my cry,6

for I am brought | very low!*
Deliver me from my persecutors,
for they are too | strong for me!

Bring me out of prison,7

that I may give thanks | to your name!*
The righteous will surround me,
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for you will deal bountifully | with me.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

 
Second Lesson                                                            Romans 8:1-10 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
[2] because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from
the law of sin and death. [3] For what the law was powerless to do in that
it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in
the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in
sinful man, [4] in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be
fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according
to the Spirit. [5] Those who live according to the sinful nature have their
minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance
with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. [6] The mind
of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and
peace; [7] the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law,
nor can it do so. [8] Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please
God. [9] You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the
Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the
Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. [10] But if Christ is in you,
your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of
righteousness. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 
 
The Verse (Sung by All)

Return to the Lord, our God,
for He is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
and abounding in steadfast love.
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P   The Holy Gospel is written...

 

Holy Gospel                                                     John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] His disciples asked
him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"
[3] "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened
so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. [4] As long as it is day,
we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can
work. [5] While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." [6] Having said
this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on
the man's eyes. [7] "Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word
means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. [13]
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. [14] Now the
day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a
Sabbath. [15] Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received
his sight. "He put mud on my eyes," the man replied, "and I washed, and
now I see." [16] Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for
he does not keep the Sabbath."  But others asked, "How can a sinner do
such miraculous signs?" So they were divided. [17] Finally they turned again
to the blind man, "What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he
opened." The man replied, "He is a prophet." [34] To this they replied, "You
were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And they threw him
out. [35] Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found
him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"  [36] "Who is he, sir?" the
man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him." [37] Jesus said, "You have
now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you." [38] Then the man
said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him. [39] Jesus said, "For judgment
I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will
become blind." 
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P   This is the Gospel of the Lord

 

(Welcome Books Distributed)

The Children’s Lesson 

Hymn of the Day           “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” # 849

© 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012366.
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Sermon                  “The Blind Leading the Blind”           John 9:34-39
                                                                                          Vicar Luke Onken
Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Tithes and Offerings

Offering Music            No Other Name But Jesus                Chancel Choir

The Offertory                                “What Shall I Render to the Lord ”
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The Prayers of the Church 
(Congregation responds: “Hear our Prayer” after each intercession) 

The Lord’s Prayer

The Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon 

you and be gracious to you; The Lord look upon you with favor, and give
you peace.

C  Amen.

Dismissal Hymn                                     “Lead Me, Guide Me”      # 721

    (Over)
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© 1953 Doris M. Akers; admin. Alfred Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012366.

Greetings and Announcements

Postlude                  Allegro, from Suite Gothique             Leon Boellmann
X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
 
 


